First Sunday after Epiphany
The Baptism of Our Lord

Holy Eucharist
January 11, 2026 at 10AM on site and on Zoom

e g

“Baptism of Christ” by David Zelenka — wikimedia and Creative Commons

We invite your active participation in the worship of God.
Please join in the prayers, the responses and the hymns.

St. John’s Memorial Episcopal Church
301 East Main Street, Ramsey NJ 07446
201 327-0703  www.stjohnsramsey.org



Serving Sunday, January 11, 2026
Presider: The Rev. Bill Cruse; Assisting Minister: Ken Bledsoe
Organist: Drew Kreismer; Technology Verger: James Lepori
Readers: Jen Lepori, Kathy Lathrop; Greeter/Usher: Claire Speer, Dan Lepori
Altar Guild: Lynda Hamond, Bonnie Rogers; Coffee Hour: Team 1

Serving Sunday, January 18, 2026
Presider: The Rev. Bill Cruse; Assisting Minister: Ken Bledsoe
Organist: Drew Kreismer; Technology Verger: James Lepori
Readers: Family Service Readers
Greeter/Usher: Peg Surridge, Jorge Moya
Altar Guild: Mary Welton and Maria Gramuglia; Coffee Hour: Team 1



THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE
WELCOME

PRELUDE Prelude on the Introit of the Epiphany =~ Maurice Durufle
The call to worship bell is rung

GATHERING HYMN 370 (vs. 1, 2, 6, 7) I bind unto myself today

OPENING ACCLAMATION

Presider  Blessed be the one, holy and living God.

People Glory to God for ever and ever. Amen.

GLORIA Rednour
for St. John's Church
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COLLECT OF THE DAY

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

God in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy
Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the
covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior;
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory

everlasting. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
THE FIRST LESSON

Lector A reading from the prophet Isaiah 42:1-9
Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;
a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
I 'am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
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I am the LORD, that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
I tell you of them.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
Thanks be to God.

THE RESPONSE Psalm 29
Assisting Minister: Please read Psalm 29 responsively by half-verse

1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, *
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; *
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; *
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; *
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; *
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; *
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
8 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.
9 And in the temple of the LORD*
all are crying, "Glory!"
10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; *
the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore.
11 The LORD shall give strength to his people; *
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace.



THE EPISTLE Acts 10:34-43

Lector A reading from Acts of the Apostles
Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is
right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that
John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him
to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day
and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he
rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the
dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.
Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN 116 “I come,” the great Redeemer cries

THE GOSPEL Matthew 3:13-17

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.
John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you,
and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for
it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he
consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from
the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice
from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well
pleased.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

HoMILY The Rev. Bill Cruse



Assisting Minister: We hold silence for reflection on a word, phrase, or image

Assisting Minister: We reaffirm our faith in the words of
THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
Who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
[The People stand or kneel as able]



Presider: As we pray together may we be immersed in the love of God,
buried in the depths of Christ and borne along in the flowing of the
Spirit.

Assisting: We thank you for Sean, our Presiding Bishop, for our bishop,
Carlye, and for the lay leaders and clergy of our diocese and this parish.
Inspire and strengthen them in their ministry. In our diocesan cycle of
prayer, we pray for the people and ministries of All Saints' Episcopal
Korean Church, Bergenfield and Christ Church, Bloomfield/Glen Ridge.
In the Anglican cycle of prayer, we remember the people and ministries
of Iglesia Anglicana de la Region Central de America

The congregation may add their prayers, followed by silence
We pray for all the people of God. Lead us and form us.

Be with those in our parish preparing to be Baptized, Confirmed, and
Received; Sophia, Landon, James, Nathan, William, Dewitt, Debra,
Erica, Rob.

The congregation may add their prayers, followed by silence
We pray for all the people of God: Lord, graciously hear us.

We pray for Donald, our President, and for the leaders of our country
and all the nations and peoples of the world.

The congregation may add their prayers, followed by silence
That all may lead with grace: Show us your love and mercy.

Heal us of our divisions that we may pray and work together for the
common good of our community, our nation and the world.

The congregation may add their prayers, followed by silence
For the manifestation of Christ with us: Be with us and unite us.

We pray for those who serve in the armed forces [for ] and
for those who serve to protect us here at home and abroad.
With your humble strength, defend and sustain us.

We pray for all those incarcerated and those on death row. We pray for
those who are unhoused, those who are sick, for all who suffer, and
those enduring terror and oppression. Give them courage in the days
ahead. Bless all those who minister to them. We pray for Bushra, Steve,
Judy, Ben, Keith, Amy, Janie, Jo Ann, Chris, Jim, Carol, Serena, Stella,
Tom, David, Taylor, Megan, Leonard, Marina, Matthew, Allison,
Vince, Graham, Lee, and Ellen; and those whom we name silently or
aloud.
The congregation may add their prayers, followed by silence
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Comfort and deliver us: Be with us and heal us.

We pray for those who have died. We thank you for the peace and
light you bestow upon them. We remember those whom we name
silently or aloud

The congregation may add their prayers, followed by silence
Console and strengthen us: Lord, graciously hear us.

Presider and people add a concluding collect
Collecting our prayers together we pray:
May we grow in the Holy Spirit, fulfill our ministry, and follow Christ
from this day on. As those who have been baptized into Christ, may
we all enter into the liberty and splendor of the children of God

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
adapted from Planning for Rites & Rituals: Year A

THE CONFESSION BCP
The Presider says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept. Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.



THE PEACE

Christ was Baptized in the Peace of God at the River Jordon.
The Peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you. We exchange the Peace

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
“Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; worship the Lord in the
beauty of holiness.” (Psam 29)

OFFERTORY O Day Full of Grace Christopher Weyse

As the gifts are brought to the Table, the people stand as able.

When the Table is set, the people say together:
All good things come from you, O God, and from your generous
abundance we give to you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING [Eucharistic Prayer A] BCP 367
Presider God be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Presider continues.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new
light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the
face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Presider and People



SANCTUS Rednour

for St. John's
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The Presider continues.
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself,
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death,
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to
you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the
cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice
for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Presider continues.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O God, in this sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and
ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit
to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food
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and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son
Jesus Christ:

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP page 364
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, as our Savior taught
us, we pray, in the many versions or languages of God’s creation,

People and Presider

Our Father, who art in heaven, Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, hallowed be your Name,
thy kingdom come, your kingdom come,
thy will be done, your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. Give us today our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those as we forgive those
who trespass against us. who sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation, Save us from the time of trial,
but deliver us from evil. and deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, For the kingdom, the power,
and the power, and the glory, and the glory are yours,
for ever and ever. Amen. now and for ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb.
For God’s loving kindness toward us is great and everlasting.

FRACTION ANTHEM Rednour
for St. John's
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The Gifts of God, for the People of God. Holy food for you, God’s holy people.
Behold what you are, become what you receive. Come, feast in your hearts on
God’s abiding love.

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

All who seek Christ are welcome at his Table. You may receive the bread and the wine
standing or kneeling. Gluten free bread is available, please ask when you are at the rail.
If you do not wish to receive, you may come forward for a blessing, crossing your arms
over your chest.

COMMUNION MusIC Prelude on "Caithness" Healey Willan

COMMUNION HYMN 121 Christ, when you for us were baptized

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Presider Let us pray;

People  Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
In the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: OUR MISSION AND SERVICE

THE SENDING FORTH OF GOD’S PEOPLE

EPIPHANY BLESSING

May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to
find the Christ, the Light from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage,
to find the Lord. Amen.

May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only-begotten at
his baptism in the Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have
come to the waters of new birth. Amen.
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May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding
feast at Cana, transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Creating Father, the Redeeming

Son, and the Sanctifying Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you
for ever. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN 120 The sinless one to Jordan came

POSTLUDE In Dir Ist Freude (In Thee Is Gladness) Johann S. Bach

DISMISSAL
Assisting Let us go forth, manifesting Christ’s Light and Love. Alleluia
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia

Bells are rung to send us forth.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF ST JOHN’S
St John’s now accepts Venmo, PayPal and Zelle.
To access, please scan the QR codes below.
ZELLE: To send payment via Zelle to St. John’s Church use the following email:
Stjohnsramsey1906@gmail.com

PAYPAL:

Please consider increasing your payment by a
small amount to cover the ~3% convenience
fee the church is charged for its business
accounts to offer the Venmo and PayPal
payment options. There is no fee if paying via Zelle.

Announcements

Please submit Annual Reports to the Main Office by no
later than Friday, January 23, 2026

Please see the Notice of 2026 Annual Meeting posted throughout the
parish

Parish Life Meeting will be on Jan. 18t after 10am worship in the Meriney
room.

Community Thrift Shop- Community Thrift Shop- Thank you for your
generous donations. St. John's receives a percentage of what each item
sells for. Our third quarter check was $262.97.
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Donations are accepted on Mondays. Hours for donation are 8:30-12. If
the donation area becomes full the shop will close early. If you are
heading over late morning give them a call at 201-652-7661 to make sure
donations are still being accepted. CTS islocated on the lower level of the
Midland Park Shopping Center at the corner of Godwin Ave. and Goffle
Road. Please mark your donations with #21. If you have a few items they
may be left in the basket in Louis Hall and they will be taken for you. For
more information contact Mary Welton (mhswelton@yahoo.com).
Celtic/Contemplative Worship On-line - Please join us on Wednesday
evenings at 7:30 for this 30-minute service with music and prayer. Meeting
ID: 715 610 304 Passcode: 1906301

ECW Zoom meetings - the women of St. John's gather on Mondays at
7:30pm for conversation, prayer, and camaraderie. Usually lasts about 90
minutes. Meeting ID: 970 1575 9457 Passcode: 497832

Sunday, Jan 11 Mon., Jan 12 Tues., Jan 13 Wed., Jan 14
8am — Worship (spoken)| 7:30pm — ECW 11am - St Johns
10am — Worship Bridge
(with music) 7:30pm -Celtic Prayer

10am — Christian
Formation and Youth
Group

11:30am — Children’s
Choir

11:30am - Youth
Confirmation class

Thurs., Jan 15 Fri., Jan 16 Sat., Jan 17 Sunday, Jan 18
7:30 — Adult Choir 9am-12pm - WIC 8am — Worship
8pm - Alanon (spoken)

Worship
(with music)
10am — Christian

Group

11:15 - Parish Life
Meeting

11:30 — Children’s
Choir

10am —Family Service

Formation and Youth
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THE PARISH STAFF
The Rev. William (Bill) Cruse, Pastor
Drew Kreismer, Organist/Choirmaster
Meg Acer, Parish Administrator
Bushra Khawaja, Nursery Care
James Lepori, Technology Verger
The Rev. William (Bill) Cruse <+ Cell Phone: 914-953-9738
Office hours: By appointment Email: bill.cruse@stjohnsramsey.org
Meg Acer, Parish Administrator <+ meg.acer@stjohnsramsey.org

THE VESTRY
Jason Farrar, Warden; Ellane Klie, Warden
Karla Barricella, Ken Bledsoe, Jessica Donovan, Stephanie Doyle,
Thomas Frost, Maria Gramuglia, John Harley, Brian Reinke, Erin Schroeder
John Greenberg (Treasurer), John Harley (Clerk)

CHRISTIAN FORMATION
Kate Kezmarsky, Early Childhood and Sunday School Coordinator
Email: sundayschool@stjohnsramsey.org
Stephanie Doyle, Interim Youth Group and Confirmation Coordinator

St. John’s Memorial Episcopal Church
301 East Main Street, Ramsey NJ 07446
201 327-0703 ® www.stjohnsramsey.org
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