
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Annual Meeting & Holy Eucharist 

February 1, 2026 at 10AM on site and on Zoom 

 

 
The Beatitudes – Icon by Kelly Latimore 

 
 

We invite your active participation in the worship of God. 
Please join in the prayers, the responses and the hymns. 

 
St. John’s Memorial Episcopal Church 

301 East Main Street, Ramsey NJ 07446 
201 327-0703 • www.stjohnsramsey.org  



MUSIC NOTES 
The prelude, offertory and communion music are all from the prolific pen of 
George F. Handel (1685-1765).  His unbounded creativity gave us a large supply 
of incredibly useful and beautiful music for both sacred and secular purposes. He 
wrote in most every known genre and was one of the rare composers that 
ultimately was able to make a living as a musician.  The organ prelude is two 
unrelated little works that sound good together because they share the same key 
of C.  A "key" is a particular set of 7 consecutive notes which organizes the creation 
of a piece of music, as color choices may organize a painting. The offertory anthem 
is a duet from the larger oratorio, Judas Maccabaeus.  Maccabaeus was a Jewish 
priest who helped restore the Second Temple in Jerusalem in 164 BC, leading to 
the holiday of Hanukah.  In our version, the music is given a contemporary text: 
"God of peace, God of love, send us your blessings from above, and keep us safely 
in your care, as we, your praises, do declare". 

 
 
 

The flowers on the altar today are  
given by John and Carolyn Greenberg 

to the glory of God and in memory of Beth Wroblewski. 
 
 

Serving Sunday, February 1, 2026 - Annual Meeting 
Presider: The Rev. Bill Cruse; Assisting Minister: Chuck Hardy 

Organist: Drew Kreismer; Technology Verger: James Lepori 
Readers: Amy Ross, Erin Schroeder 

Greeter/Usher: Charlotte Kazigian, Ken Bledsoe 
Altar Guild: Mary Welton and Bonnie Rodgers; Coffee Hour: Team 2 

 
 

Serving Sunday, February 8, 2026  
Presider: The Rev. Bill Cruse; Assisting Minister: Chuck Hardy 

Organist: Drew Kreismer; Technology Verger: James Lepori 
Readers: Ken Bledsoe, Jen Lepori 

Greeter/Usher: JoEllen Wall, Tom Frost 
Altar Guild: Claire and Jo Ellen; Coffee Hour: Team 2 
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THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
PRELUDE  Fugue and March in C Major  George F. Handel 
The call to worship bell is rung 
WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER OF ANNUAL MEETING 
 
GATHERING HYMN 542 Christ is the world’s Light 

 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Presider Blessed be the one, holy and living God. 
People Glory to God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

GLORIA  Rednour  

 

 

 

 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

God be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven 
and on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in 
our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
THE RESPONSE  Psalm 15 
Assisting:  Please read Psalm 15 responsively by half-verse 

1 LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 
who may abide upon your holy hill? 

2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 
who speaks the truth from his heart. 

3 There is no guile upon his tongue; 
he does no evil to his friend; * 
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 

4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 
but he honors those who fear the LORD. 

5 He has sworn to do no wrong * 
and does not take back his word. 

6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 
nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 

7 Whoever does these things * 
shall never be overthrown. 

 

THE EPISTLE  Corinthians 1:18-31 
Lector A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater 
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, 
in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
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Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than 
human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human strength. 
Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise 
by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble 
birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is 
low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing 
things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is 
the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from 
God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, 
as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SEQUENCE HYMN 554 “Tis the gift to be simple 
THE GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, 
saying: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 
be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you." 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
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Please be seated 

2026 ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 
Welcome 

Appointment of Clerk 
Approval of the Annual Meeting Minutes of 2025 

Thank You to Vestry members whose terms are expiring 
 

THE ELECTION 
Presentation of the Slate of Candidates 

 
REPORTS 

Reports are included in the Annual Report Booklet 
Presentation of 2026 Budget and Treasurer’s Report 

Wardens’ Report 
Rector’s Award 

Priest-in-Charge Reflection 
 
 
Assisting Minister:    We reaffirm our faith in the words of 
THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
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        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 
    Who has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
[The People stand or kneel as able] 

Presider: God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength. So let us pray to the Lord, 
saying, “For your blessing and guidance, we give you thanks.” 

Assisting: God, bless your Church. May our souls hunger and thirst for 
righteousness. We pray for ++Sean our Presiding Bishop, +Carlye our 
Bishop, Bill+ our priest, and all in ministry with St. John’s. In our diocesan 
cycle of prayer we pray for the people and ministries of Messiah, Chester 
and St. Mary's, Sparta; the ministry of the Union of Black Episcopalians. 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the people and ministries of 
The Church of England and newly confirmed 106th Arch Bishop of 
Canterbury, Sarah Mullally. Give us the grace to do those things you 
require of us: to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with you. 
The congregation may add their prayers, followed by silence 
For your blessing and guidance, we give you thanks. 

God, bless the people of this and every nation. You make foolish the 
wisdom of the world; we pray that our leaders find their wisdom in you. 
Teach us to be merciful and open us to receive mercy from others. 
The congregation may add their prayers, followed by silence 
For your blessing and guidance, we give you thanks. 

Be with those in our parish preparing to be Baptized, Confirmed, and 
Received; Sophia, Landon, John, Nathan, William, Dewitt, Debra, 
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Erica, Rob, and all believers who put their trust in the light and truth of 
God. 
The congregation may add their prayers, followed by silence 
For your blessing and guidance, we give you thanks. 

God, bless your creation. Your mighty, creative voice echoes through the 
mountains. We offer back to you all the many gifts that spring forth from 
this earth. 
The congregation may add their prayers, followed by silence 
For your blessing and guidance, we give you thanks. 

God, bless our local community. May we be a people who do no evil to 
our friends, who heap no contempt upon our neighbors. 
The congregation may add their prayers, followed by silence 
For your blessing and guidance, we give you thanks. 

God, bless the poor in spirit with the inheritance of your kingdom. You 
choose what is weak in this world to shame the strong. Be the source of 
life for all those suffering and sick. We pray for Jo Ann, Chris, Jim, Carol, 
Jay, Serena, Stella, Tom, Karen, David, Taylor, Robin, Megan, Leonard, 
Marina, Matthew, Allison, Vince, Graham, Lee, and Ellen; and those 
whom we name silently or aloud______________ 
The congregation may add their prayers, followed by silence 
For your blessing and guidance, we give you thanks. 

God, bless the dying and the dead. May their reward be great in heaven. 
Give to those who now mourn the blessing of your comfort. We 
remember those whom we name silently or aloud ______________ 
The congregation may add their prayers, followed by silence 
For your blessing and guidance, we give you thanks. 

Presider:  Collecting our prayers together we pray: 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your 
faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications 
and prayers, which we offer before you for all members of your holy 
Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and 
devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 

adapted from Planning for Rites & Rituals: Year A 

THE CONFESSION BCP 
The Presider says  
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Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept. Minister and People  

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION  
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the 
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  

THE PEACE 
The Peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 We exchange the Peace 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
“God has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord 
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God?” (Micah) 

 
OFFERTORY          God of Peace, God Of Love  George F. Handel 
As the gifts are brought to the Table, the people stand as able. 
 
When the Table is set, the people say together: 
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All good things come from you, O God, and from your generous 
abundance we give to you. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING [Eucharistic Prayer A] BCP 367 

Presider  God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
The Presider continues. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new 
light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the 
face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Presider and People 
 
SANCTUS Rednour 

 
The Presider continues. 
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, 
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to 
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share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 
you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the 
cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 
for the whole world. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Presider continues. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O God, in this sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we offer you these gifts.  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit 
to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we 
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  All this we ask through your Son 
Jesus Christ: 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP page 364 
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, as our Savior taught 
us, we pray, in the many versions or languages of God’s creation, 
People and Presider  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
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  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen.

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 
For God’s loving kindness toward us is great and everlasting. 

FRACTION ANTHEM Rednour

 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The Gifts of God, for the People of God. Holy food for you, God’s holy people. 
Behold what you are, become what you receive. Come, feast in your hearts on 
God’s abiding love. 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

All who seek Christ are welcome at his Table. You may receive the bread and the wine 
standing or kneeling. Gluten free bread is available; please ask when you are at the rail.  
If you do not wish to receive, you may come forward for a blessing, crossing your arms 
over your chest. 

COMMUNION MUSIC                      Procession                         George F. Handel 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 593 Lord, make us servants of your peace 

 
THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Presider  Let us pray; 
People Eternal God, heavenly Father,  

you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
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and you have fed us with spiritual food 
In the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: OUR MISSION AND SERVICE 

THE SENDING FORTH OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
EPIPHANY BLESSING  

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a 
light to the world;  

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Creating Father, the Redeeming 
Son, and the Sanctifying Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 
for ever. Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN 438 Tell out, my soul 

DISMISSAL 
Assisting  Let us go forth, manifesting Christ’s Light and Love. Alleluia 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia 
 
Bells are rung to send us forth. 
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Announcements 
Looking for NEW Youth Group Coordinator: Stephanie Doyle will be 

transitioning out of the role of Youth Group Coordinator this spring. We 
are looking for another person to take on the role. The current position 
includes co-teaching 7-9th grade youth group Sunday morning, co-
teaching confirmation class 2x / month with Fr Bill, coordinating a meal 
for St. Paul’s Shelter in February, coordinating the youth group hosting 
coffee hour in March, coordinating the annual Easter egg hunt, 
recognizing high school and college graduates in June, and sending 
college care packages in March and November. These activities can be 
divided amongst several people. If you enjoy teens and would like to 
walk alongside them as they explore their faith, then either speak with 
Stephanie or email her at sdoyle0325@gmail.com. 

Souper/Super Bowl Sunday on February 8, 2026: Please help our goal to 
collect 100 cans of soup for CFA (Center for Food Action). Place your 
soup donations on the table in the Parish Hall. Thank you! 

“Was Jesus an actual person, or a fictional one?  What do we, or can we, 
know about him, historically speaking?”  These introductory words to 
Elaine Pagel’s book, Miracles and Wonder, may resonate with you as 
well. During Lent we will be exploring the narratives and historical 
evidence of Jesus’s life and teaching.  Come join us for Soup & Study on 
Tuesday evenings at 6:00 beginning on February 24th.  Enjoy a simple 
communal meal, followed by lively discussion. Please sign up if you 
plan to attend so that we can order enough books.  Sign-up sheet is in 
the parish hall and online.  If you have questions, please contact Kathy 
Lathrop at lathropkathleen@gmail.com. 

Mark your calendars and please spread the word!! 
Please join UBE-Diocese of Newark Chapter for their festive annual 
celebration of the life and ministry of The Rev. Absalom Jones, the first 
black person to be ordained a priest in the Episcopal Church. 
When: Sunday, February 15, 2026, at 2:00 PM 
Where: St. George’s Episcopal Church, 550 Ridgewood Road, 
Maplewood, NJ 07040  
Guest Preacher: Pastor Eyesha Marable, Mt. Zion AME Church, 
Milburn, NJ, 
Celebrant: The Rev. Danielle D. Baker, St. Paul’s, Episcopal Church, 
Morris Plains, NJ 

Community Thrift Shop- Community Thrift Shop- Thank you for your 
generous donations. St. John's receives a percentage of what each item 
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sells for. Our third quarter check was $262.97.  Donations are accepted 
on Mondays.  Hours for donation are 8:30-12. If the donation area 
becomes full the shop will close early.  If you are heading over late 
morning give them a call at 201-652-7661 to make sure donations are still 
being accepted.  CTS is located on the lower level of the Midland Park 
Shopping Center at the corner of Godwin Ave. and Goffle Road.  Please 
mark your donations with #21. If you have a few items they may be left 
in the basket in Louis Hall and they will be taken for you. For more 
information contact Mary Welton (mhswelton@yahoo.com). 

Celtic/Contemplative Worship On-line - Please join us on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:30 for this 30-minute service with music and prayer. 
Meeting ID: 715 610 304    Passcode: 1906301 

ECW Zoom meetings - the women of St. John’s gather on Mondays at 
7:30pm for conversation, prayer, and camaraderie. Usually lasts about 
90 minutes.  Meeting ID: 970 1575 9457    Passcode: 497832 

 
 

  

Sunday, Feb 1 
NO 8am 
Annual Meeting 
10am –Worship  
(with music) 
10am – Christian 
Formation and Youth 
Group 
11:30 – Youth 
Confirmation Class  

Mon., Feb 2 
7:30pm – ECW  

Tues., Feb 3  Wed., Feb 4 
7:30pm -Celtic Prayer  

Thurs., Feb 5 
7:30 – Adult Choir 

  

Fri., Feb 6 
8pm - Alanon  

Sat., Feb 7  Sunday, Feb 8 
8am Worship 
(spoken) 
10am –Worship  
(with music) 
10am – Christian 
Formation and Youth 
Group 
11:30 – Youth 
Confirmation Class  

mailto:mhswelton@yahoo.com
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF ST JOHN’S 
St John’s accepts Venmo, PayPal and Zelle.  
To access, please scan the QR codes below.  

ZELLE: To send payment via Zelle to St. John’s Church use the following email: 
Stjohnsramsey1906@gmail.com 

VENMO:  PAYPAL: 

Please consider increasing your payment by a 
small amount to cover the ~3% convenience 
fee the church is charged for its business 
accounts to offer the Venmo and PayPal 
payment options.  There is no fee if paying via Zelle. 

 
THE PARISH STAFF 

The Rev. William (Bill) Cruse, Pastor 
Drew Kreismer, Organist/Choirmaster 

Meg Acer, Parish Administrator 
Bushra Khawaja, Nursery Care 

James Lepori, Technology Verger 
The Rev. William (Bill) Cruse ✥ Cell Phone: 914-953-9738 

Office hours: By appointment Email: bill.cruse@stjohnsramsey.org 
Meg Acer, Parish Administrator ✥ meg.acer@stjohnsramsey.org 

 
THE VESTRY 

Jason Farrar, Warden; Ellane Klie, Warden 
Karla Barricella, Ken Bledsoe, Jessica Donovan, Stephanie Doyle, 

Thomas Frost, Maria Gramuglia, John Harley, Brian Reinke, Erin Schroeder 
John Greenberg (Treasurer), John Harley (Clerk) 

 
CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

Kate Kezmarsky, Early Childhood and Sunday School Coordinator 
Email: sundayschool@stjohnsramsey.org 

Stephanie Doyle, Interim Youth Group and Confirmation Coordinator 
 

 
 

 
 
 

St. John’s Memorial Episcopal Church 
301 East Main Street, Ramsey NJ 07446 
201 327-0703 • www.stjohnsramsey.org 

mailto:Stjohnsramsey1906@gmail.com
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https://stjmec-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jsgreenb_stjmec_onmicrosoft_com/Documents/Shared/Parish%20Admin/2025%20Bulletins/sundayschool@stjohnsramsey.org
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