Worship This
Month...

January 4
Omn-site at 8am
On-site at 10am and
via Zoom

January 11
Omn-site at 8am
On-site at 10am and
via Zoom

January 18
Family Service
Omn-site at 8am
Omn-site at 10am and
via Zoom

January 25
Omn-site at 8am
Omn-site at 10am and
via Zoom

Sunday Service is also on

FaceBook Live

Celtic Service
every Wednesday at
7:30pm via Zoom

JOHN’S MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Seek + Serve + Celebrate

ry 2026

Comfort and Joy! Happy New Year and blessing of
Epiphany, the revealing of Light and Love!
I trust your holidays were enjoyable - perhaps spent

with family and friends, gathering for shared meals
and exchanging gifts. I know that for some, being
shuttered at home with illness was not how the holi-

days were planned. It was wonderful for me to be
with you for all the preparations and events during
Advent — we were busy with “Cocktails and Carols”, Berry Pie and
Pretzel making, holiday Cookies and Crafts. What a gift to watch our
youngest and not so young retell the Christmas story in the annual pag-
eant. And what a blessing to spend that evening with this household of
God at the Christmas Card Supper and caroling. I delighted in the joy
that gathering gave us. Then joining together for services on Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day, Lesson & Carols on the 28th, and on January
4th for reflection on the Magi and their going home by another way.
This Christmas season of giving and receiving - giving ourselves in
Love and receiving Love - fills us with the knowledge of God’s love for
us and for all creation. We are reminded by this annual event that we
are part of something bigger, something that requires the individuals
we are to be part of God’s realization of Love come down at Christmas,
every day. Holiday lights and wreaths remind us of God’s light in the
world.

What is our part in this extraordinary Love Story? January 6th marked
the Feast of the Epiphany and the arrival of the Magi, giving their hom-
age to the humble newborn who will show the world the way of Peace,
and their awakening to the knowledge of this Love come down from
God. They go home by another way so they can spread the good news
to more people, just as I invited us to do in my homilies. Listen to James
Taylor reflect in a contemporary way on YouTube. We sang “Go tell it
on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere!” It’s an invitation or
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command to spread love. Also, listen to Take Six jam about spreading
love!

We will hear more good news as our lectionary readings fast forward to
the beginning of Jesus” ministry and his baptism. Here the heavens pro-
claim him, and us, beloved of God in whom God is well pleased. The
gifts continue to fill us with joy. We will hear from John’s Gospel how
God made manifest and revealed God’s self through Jesus. Next, we’ll
hear of Jesus asking the disciples and us, “What are you looking for?”.
Then Jesus says to Simon Peter and his brother Andrew (and us today)
“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.”

As we look to co-create with God a world of Love, Justice, Mercy and
Equity, we can take another way and spread love and God’s light. There
is love and happiness, there is abundance of God’s blessings to share.
When we come together as the whole body of Christ for worship, mis-
sion, and ministry, we will proclaim the good news of God’s Love and
heal the brokenness. It takes all of us listening to and loving one anoth-
er. We need to make it Christmas every day, giving the Hope, Love, Joy,
and Peace of Advent now and always. We will share the Epiphany of
God in us and among us. Let’s go forth into the world rejoicing in the
Love come down and the Power of the Spirit! Alleluia!!
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With Gratitude

On behalf of the Pastor, Wardens, Vestry, and all who share in the grace of God through
the worship, ministries, programs, and outreach of St. John's Church, we thank the follow-

ing for their pledges for the year 2026. (updated as of January 2, 2026)

We also express our gratitude and appreciation to our regular givers (too numerous to list

here!) for their gifts of time, talent and treasure in support of St. John's and our ministries.
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Community Thrift Shop

Community Thrift Shop Volunteers Needed

January has arrived and the shop is accepting donations of winter clothing, household items,
jewelry, recent novels and children's toys. Please do not donate any holiday items.

In order to keep our account open we must provide volunteer
workers one week per year. Our dates for 2026 are Tuesday,
February 3 and Thursday, February 5. There are two shifts per
day, 10-12 and 1-3. The shop has requested three people per

shift on February 3. This makes the work of tagging and hang- : m'-_
ing clothing go much quicker. Two people per shift are required = ] "i' L_ﬁ'; :
on Thursday. The work is not difficult and is accomplished et =

sitting down.

Please consider helping out with this. We receive a nice income

from our donations, but we must fulfill our yearly obligation. Names of volunteers must be
provided to the shop by January 20. Men, you can do this too! If you can help contact Mary
Welton, our coordinator with the shop. Reach her at mhswelton@yahoo.com or 201-723-0242.

Many thanks to everyone who participated in

Reverse Advent this year!

Center for Food Action

Grocery prices have not come down, and the need for food and household items is still great.
CFA is requesting toiletries, diapers in larger sizes, paper products, laundry detergent and
shelf-stable food items. Hearty soups, tuna, low-sugar cereals, "box" milk, pasta and sauces,
and canned fruit and vegetables are appreciated as are gift cards
from local supermarkets.

Donation baskets are located in the church narthex and in Louis Hall.

Also gratefully accepted are gently used shopping bags, either reusable or paper. These are
used to pack clients' orders. For more information contact James Fraser
(jajafraser@optonline.net).




January Babies!

Anthony Beninati January 04 Karen Augello January 22
George Gosen IV January 10 Karen Tamburro January 22
Anne Gosen January 12 Helene Heschle January 23
Kate Gosen January 12 John Lepori January 29
Nate McLaughlin January 13 DeWitt Silber January 29

Kenneth Bledsoe January 15

ECW

St. John’s Episcopal Church Women meet via Zoom every Monday from 7:30 PM to 9:00
PM. This is our time to catch up with each other, have lively and fun discussions, and
pray for those asking for our prayers. There is no program or agenda so just join us
whenever you are able. You can find the link for the Zoom meeting in the “This Week at

St. John’s” Friday email and in the Sunday worship service booklets.

Want Coffee?

Our coffee hour is beloved for being a time to make new friends, sustain on-going
friendships, and welcome newcomers, all while enjoying delicious treats and beverag-
es. This fellowship time is available because of the dedication of our coffee hour hosts.

Coffee hour hosts work in teams, with each team member serving twice a year, general-
ly once every six months.

Recently some of our teams have been reduced in size due to loyal members moving
away or being unable to serve any longer. We need new members to join the teams. If
you are new to St. John’s, hosting coffee hour is a great way to begin meeting people. If
you're a long-time parishioner and want to be more involved in the life of the church,
we would welcome your participation. It's fun and easy.

New team members are always teamed up with veterans.

PLEASE consider joining this ministry with your fellow parishioners.

Contact Mary Welton (201-723-0242 or mhswelton@yahoo.com) for details. .




ST. JOHN'S ,
METETAL THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF ST JOHN’S

EPISCOPAL St John’s now accepts Venmo and PayPal.
CHURCH

A House of Prayer for
All People

i ZELLE:

301 East Main Street .
Ramsey, NJ 07446 To send payment via Zelle to St. John’s Church
Phone: 201-327-0703

To access, please scan the QR codes below.

use the following email: Stjohnsramsey1906@gmail.com.

Email:

meg.acer@stjohnsramsey.org

PAYPAL:

Check us out on the Web &
Social Media

www.stjohnsramsey.org
Instagram: stjiohnsramsey

Facebook: St. John's
Episcopal Church of

Ramsey, NJ

Worship Schedule
On Site Worship Please consider increasing your payment by a small amount to cover the ~3%

Sundays at 8am & 10am convenience fee the church is charged for its business accounts to offer the

Join us online via Zoom Venmo and PayPal payment options. There is no fee if paying via Zelle.
(contact the office for details)

Wednesdays at 7:30pm

Celtic Contemplative Prayer ; - T
via Zoom X ‘
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